Newfield Township
3890 198th Ave.
Hesperia, Michigan 49421
February 17, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

Joan David our supervisor called the meeting to order. The following Board members were present: Mary Hopkins, Micah Johnson, Wayne Ferris, Joan David, and Nancy Conley.
Micah Johnson made a motion to approve the agenda. Mary Hopkins seconded it. The motion carried. 
Joan Reviewed the Proposed budget for 2026-2027. with the Board Members. Discussion followed.
Wayne Ferris made a motion to approve the Minutes from Jan. 2026 meeting. Mary Hopkins seconded it. The motion carried. 
Nancy Conley made a motion to move $5700.00 from Insurance and Bonds to the following lines. $3700.00 to Resident Services and $2000.00 to the Assessor Line. Joan David seconded it. The motion carried. 
Joan David made a motion to approve paying the following bills: checks # 16016 – 16039 with one EFT for a total of $17,139.40. Mary Hopkins seconded it. The motion carried.
Mary Hopkins gave her Treasurer report thru the month of January. Bills paid $15,469.96 with total deposits of $8,596.56 for a total cash available $335,507.33.
Correspondence-
Seasonal Weight and Speed Restriction notice was received from the Oceana County Road Commission. 
Joan received a notice of a meeting on March 12,2026 at the Montague Middle School 4700 Stanton Blvd, Montague, Michigan at 7:00 p.m. and the topic is Data Centers. The meeting is free and all are welcome. The presentation will last about 40 min. This meeting is sponsored by White River Township and Montague Township. 
Old Business – none
New Business 
Joan brought to the meeting a combination of raises for the several offices and fees. Joan made a motion to increase the Supervisors line with the budget adjusting from $ 20,000 to $21,220. The election line from $7,000 to $8,300. The Clerks line from $22,000 to $23,225. The Treasurer line from $22,000 to $23,225. The Zoning Admin. From $22,000 to $25,780. Also included in the increase is the hourly wage for Sexton from $15.00 to $18.00. This also includes the wage for election workers from $15.00 per hour to $18.00, with the lead election worker increasing from $18.00 to $21.00.  Nancy Conley seconded it. The roll call vote went as follows: Mary Hopkins-yes, Wayne Ferris – No, Micah Johnson- no, Joan David -yes, and Nancy Conley – yes. The motion for the increase passed. 
Joan David made a motion to increase fees charged for Cemetery work as follows: Burial Fees from $400 to $500. Sexton pay burial fees from $300 to $400. Winter burials from (Dec. 1 – to April 1) from $500.00 to $800.00. Saturday burial extra from $100.00 to $150.00. Sunday/Holiday burials extra from $200.00 to $300.00. Foundations for Headstones from 20 cents to 35 cents per square inch. Copies are $1.00 per page. A roll call vote was called with the following: Micah Johnson – Yes, Mary Hopkins- yes, Wayne Ferris- yes, Nancy Conley – yes, Joan David-yes. The motion carried. 
Joan David made a motion seconded by Mary Hopkins to accept the new 2026-2027 Budget along with the Property tax millage rates proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget. We will be charging the maximum allowable rates for the township operating millage and the fire Mileage.  A roll call vote went as follows: Mary Hopkins – yes, Micah Johnson – no, Wayne Ferris- yes, Nancy Conley – yes, Joan David-yes.  The motion carried 4 to 1. 
Wayne Ferris made a motion to approve the Poverty Exempt Guidelines from the Federal Government   for the year 2026. Nancy Conley seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Joan David made a motion to approve and accept the Principles of Governance brought forth by the Michigan Township Association as outlined in the proposal sent to us by the MTA. Mary Hopkins seconded it. A roll call vote went as follows: Wayne Ferris – yes, Micah Johnson – no, Mary Hopkins- yes, Nancy Conley – yes, Joan David-yes. The motion carried 4 to 1. A copy will be sent to MTA with the 4 signatures. 
Oceana County MTA- Joan gave a report on the last meeting of the MTA.
Planning Comm. – Will meet on March 10, 2026 starting at 6:30 p.m. with a Public Hearing on a  Special Use Permit issued for the Cell Tower proposed on Gale Road. 
Zoning- Steve passed out his Zoning report. He updated us all on Court Activity on the Wilson case. Also he updated us on the proposed cell tower on Wm. Myers property. The paperwork on the project has all been turned in. 
Micah Johnson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.
Nancy L. Conley
Newfield Township Clerk








