
Newfield Township Board 

3890 198th Ave. 

Hesperia, Michigan, 49421 

March 21, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting was called to order by our Supervisor Joan David.  The Pledge was stated. Roll Call was 

called as follows: John Clark, Amanda Hunter, Rick Roberson, Joan David, and Nancy Conley ,all present.  

Joan David made a motion to approve the Agenda with the correction under New Business #1, of the 

date to 2023/2024. Amanda seconded it. The motion carried.  

Joan went over the 2023/2024 Budget .  

Public Comments on the Budget. 

Rick Roberson made a motion to approve the Feb. 21,2023 minutes as presented. John Clark seconded 

it.  The motion carried.  

Public Comments on action items only. 

Nancy Conley made a motion to amend the budget $1739.78 from the Cannabis line to the Zoning 

Admin. Line along with $3078.80 from Unallocated to $905.18 Twp Board,$314.73 to Twp. Supervisor, 

$253.26 to BOR,$1033.84 to Twp. Hall and Grounds , $283.39 to  Cemetery, and $288.40 to Building 

Inspection. Joan David seconded it. The motion carried. 

Amanda Hunter made a motion to approve the bills checks #14828 -14853 along with two EFTS for 

$2953.91 and subtracting check #14830 to replace the $146.46 with check #15854 for $73.30  for Great  

Lakes Energy plus $126.00 for a roll of stamps for a total of $15,342.44 to be transferred. Rick Roberson 

seconded it. The motion carried. 

Amanda gave the treasurers report for February with bills of $24,025.66 and deposits of $55,401.63 for 

a total cash available of $893,088.85. 

Correspondence 

We received a FOIA request from Steve Talbott. 

Supervisors Report- 

Nieboer Electric has completed the job of rewiring the outlets in the hall. We have not received a bill 

from them yet. Joan called on it and we are expecting it next month.  

Joan reported damage to the Park and Beach area at Hi Tower Lake. Joan will look at repairs. 

The library house to be placed at the Twp. Hall grounds is being finished waiting for the ground to thaw.  

We have a meeting scheduled on April 11th, with the EGLE group on a Flood Plain update. 

Unfinished Business- 



Amanda made a motion to cancel Frontier and Ncats and go with Spectrum for our phone and internet. 

Joan David seconded it.  The motion carried. 

New Business- 

Joan David made a motion to accept the proposed 2023-2024 Budget for Newfield Township as 

presented at the Budget Hearing. Amanda Hunter seconded it. The motion carried. 

Joan has a letter from Sherriff Mast of Oceana County asking for 20 new radios at $6,000.00 a piece 

from Newfield Townships Cannabis Permit Money. After some discussion Rick Roberson made a motion 

to spend no more then $120,000.00 for the radios . John Clark seconded it.  The motion carried 4 to 1. 

Joan reviewed a 6 month evaluation of the current Marijuana Enforcer, Rick Martin. She went over what 

he has done and added to the position. She also handed out a job description that she had put together 

based on input from Rick and Steve and Nancy. Joan made a motion to hire Rick Martin as the Marijuana 

Enforcer at $5500.00 per year,  seconded by Rick Roberson.  The motion carried, 5 to 0.  

Joan made a motion to increase the Clerks positions wages by $2500.00 per year. The increase will bring 

that position from $16,200 to $18,700 per year. Rick Roberson seconded it.  After much negative 

discussion a roll call vote was taken. John Clark – no, Amanda Hunter – no, Rick Roberson- yes-, Joan 

David- yes, Nancy Conley – yes, The motion carried. Then do to opposition by Amanda Hunter and John 

Clark , Nancy was told to abstain, she could not vote for a raise for herself.  Nancy abstained but the 

raise was for the office of clerk, not for her as an individual. The vote ended as a 2 to 2. Motion did not 

pass. 

Joan David presented an option to increase the Supervisors wages from $13,500 to $16,000 per year for 

a total increase of $2500.00 per year. Amanda Hunter made a motion for the increase and Rick 

Roberson seconded it. A Roll call vote was taken. John Clark- no, Amanda Hunter -yes, Rick Roberson -

yes, Nancy Conley – yes, and Joan abstained.  The motion carried, 3 to 1. 

Joan David presented an option of an 8% raise across the board for all board members as an increase in 

wages. Amanda Hunter made a motion and Rick Roberson seconded the motion to give an 8% raise 

across the board. A roll call vote was taken. John Clark – no, Amanda Hunter- yes, Rick Roberson – yes , 

Nancy Conley- yes, Joan David – yes. The motion carried 4 to 1. 

Amanda Hunter made a motion to remove Michelle Bieri as Deputy Treasurer and her name off all bank 

accounts and add Peggy Rumsey as her deputy and to all Bank Accounts. John Clark seconded it. The 

motion carried.  

Joan stated that Mr. James Draper has filed an appeal of an excessive FOIA processing fee for a FOIA 

dated 12-30-2021 per section 9 of the Newfield Township FOIA Procedures and Guidelines to the 

Newfield Township Board. According to Policy the appeal should have been filed in Circuit Court within 

45 days of paying the fee. Therefore it is voided. 

Reports 

MTA – The next meeting will be March 29th, at Benona Twp. They will have election of officers.  

Planning Commission – Special Meeting for Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m. and Special Use Permit meeting 

at 7:00 p.m. on April 13, 2023 for Hi-Cloud Cannabis grow. 



Zoning- Steve Micklin handed out his monthly report. He discussed a new form he has developed to use 

on infractions.  

Steve announced our Township Dump Day Saturday June 3, from 8a.m. – 1:00.  

Public comments 

Board Discussion 

Joan handed out 12 estimates from the Road Commission on possible road work this year.  

She also handed out the Job Description she came up with for the Marijuana Enforcer.  

Joan also handed out information on an upgrade for new Office furniture. 

Nancy took offense at Johns calling out of us two women in referring to Nancy and Joan and their 

positions and left the meeting.  

Joan continued to take minutes from this point on. 

Amanda stated we don’t have elections every year. Amanda made a motion to give the clerk a $300.00 

stipend for extra duties for elections not held in our hall. She also added a $1,000.00 stipend for 

elections for the clerk that are held in our hall , instead of a $20.00 administration fee.  John seconded 

It.  A roll call vote followed: Rick -yes, Joan-yes Amanda – yes, and John – yes. The motion carried. 

Amanda requested to put the Clerks wages back on the agenda next month. 

Amanda made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Rick . The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.  

 

Nancy Conley 

 

Newfield Township Clerk 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 


